
KS5 A Level Psychology Learning Journey 

Y12

Post 
18

Y13

Prior transferable skills:
GCSE Level 5 or above in 
English Language (Essay 
writing) and Maths (Data 
analysis). Biology GCSE 
(Brain research). Bridging 
the gap activities after 
Y11.

AQA A Level Psychology (7182) content to be delivered:
Paper 1 Introductory Topics in Psychology 
Paper 2 Psychology in Context 
Paper 3 Issues and Options in Psychology

Social influence 

Why do we conform 
and obey? 

Attachment 

What are the types of 
memory?

How do 
attachments 

affect our 
later life?
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How much power do others 
have on out behaviour?

How can we 
resist social 
pressures?

Memory

How do humans 
and animals  form 

attachments?

What 
happens if no 
attachments 
are formed?

How valid is the 
memory of crime?

Why do 
we 

forget?

Psychopathology

Why do 
people have 

phobias, 
OCD and 

depression? 

How does mental health 
impact the individual and 

society?

How can we 
treat mental 

health?

Biopsychology

How does our brain 
influence 

behaviour?

Forensic psychology

Relationships 

Schizophrenia 

Approaches 

Issues and debates

Do genetics control behaviour?

What 
causes 

criminal 
behaviour?

How can offenders be 
rehabilitated?

What might be the cause of 
schizophrenia?

How can schizophrenia be treated?

Why do we 
form different 
relationships?

How can we critically 
analyse psychological 

arguments?

What affects the 
accuracy of memory?

How is the human 
nervous system 

structured?

How does the body 
react to stress?

Do humans have free 
will?

How do 
gender and 

culture 
impact 

psychology?

Do we inherit 
or learn 

behaviour?

How does the 
unconscious mind impact 

us?

What is the cause of 
human behaviour?

How can we 
explain 

attraction?

How does social media 
impact relationships?

What social 
support it 
available?

Y12  
November 
mock week

Y12 May 
mock 
exams

Y13 
November 

mock 
exams

Y13 Feb 
mock 
exams

Want to study human behaviour?
 What to find out more about what makes people ‘tick’ and how to support people’s 

wellbeing? Then studying psychology (the scientific study of the mind and 
behaviour) is for you!

Assessment
Introduction into 

16-mark 
evaluation of 

studies. 

Assessment
Mini end of 

topic tests will 
take place 

throughout the 
course. 

Assessment objectives
AO1 – Knowledge and understanding 
AO2 – Application 
AO3- Analysis and evaluation 

Practice of extended 
writing skills under 
timed conditions
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