
KS5 Criminology Learning Journey 

Y12

Y13

Post 
18

WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology:
Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories
Unit 3: Crime Scene to Courtroom

Unit 4: Crime and Punishment

Assessment Structure (Grade A – E):
Unit 1 and Unit 3 – Controlled internal assessments (8 hours each)

Unit 2 and Unit 4 – External assessments (90 minutes each)
All assessments are equal weighting (25%) and all must be passed 

to obtain qualification.

Unit 1
LO1 Understand how crime 
reporting affects the public 

perception of criminality

Types of Crime

Reasons crime goes unreported 
and consequences of these

Media representation and its 
impact on the public

Crime statistics

LO2 Understand 
how campaigns 

are used to 
elicit change

Effectiveness of the media

Compare campaigns

LO3 Plan 
campaigns for 

change 
relating to 

crime

Plan, design 
and justify a 

campaign 
for change

Assessment
Unit 1 Controlled Assessment

Day 1 – 3hrs
Day 2 – 5hrs

Unit 2
LO1 Understand 

social constructions 
of criminality

Compare criminal and 
deviant behaviour

Explain the social 
construction of society

LO2 Know 
theories of 
criminality 
(describe)

Biological 
Theories

• Genetic
• Physiological

Individualistic Theories
• Learning
• Psychodynamic
• Psychological

Sociological Theories
• Social Structure
• Interactionism
• Realism

LO3 Understand 
causes of criminality

Analyse situations of 
criminality

Evaluate the effectiveness
of criminological theories to 
explain causes of criminality

LO4 
Understand 

causes of 
policy change

Policy development

Effects of social 
change and campaigns

Assessment
Unit 2 External 

Assessment
1.5hrs

Unit 3

LO1 Understand the 
process of criminal 

investigations

Effectiveness of personnel 
and techniques 

Processing of evidence Rights of individuals

LO2 Understand the 
process for prosecution 

of suspects

Requirements and 
process of trial

Rules of evidence Influences and 
people used in courts

LO3 Be able 
to review 
criminal 

cases

Examine 
and 

conclude 
information

Assessment
Unit 3 Controlled Assessment

Day 1 – 3hrs
Day 2 – 5hrs

Unit 4

LO1 Understand 
the criminal justice 
system in England 

and Wales

Law making process

Organisation of the 
Criminal Justice System

Models of 
Criminal Justice

LO2 Understand the 
role of punishment 
in a criminal justice 

system 

Social control

Aims and forms of punishment

LO3 Understand 
measures used in 

social control

Role and contribution 
of agencies

Limitations and 
effectiveness of agencies

Assessment
Unit 4 External 

Assessment
1.5hrs
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